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04 Campus Experience: University of 
Neuchâtel  
 

 
 
The Académie de Neuchâtel, originally established in 1838, became the University of 
Neuchâtel in 1909. Today it has approximately 4300 students. The University of 
Neuchâtel comprises four faculties: humanities, sciences, law, economics and 
business, covering around 30 different disciplines. It is listed among the world's top 20 
small universities according to Times Higher Education. The university intentionally 
adopted an interdisciplinary and inter-faculty approach that encourages students to 
develop a broad sense of perspective, as exemplified by the Master of Innovation or 
the Master of Cognitive Sciences.  
 
The Rector will welcome participants and will present the University of Neuchâtel and 
its education and research strategy at the start of the Campus Experience. During 
lunch, attendees will be able to meet the staff of the Study Exchange Office, as well 
as faculty study advisers. Following lunch, participants can choose between two 
visits: an overview of the history of the University of Neuchâtel, or a visit to the Centre 
for Hydrogeology and Geothermics.  
 
A historian will conduct the historical overview of the university, relating the main 
developments in the University of Neuchâtel’s history, hosting a tour of the original 
building, as well as introducing the manuscript collection of the famous writer Jean-
Jacques Rousseau. 
 
The Centre for Hydrogeology and Geothermics is among the world’s foremost 
institutions in almost all fields of modern hydrogeology and geothermics. Its mission is 
to address many key issues for society: improving knowledge on renewable 
groundwater and energy resources; developing strategies for their sustainable 
management; and sharing knowledge through specialised education programmes. 
During this visit, participants will be able to taste different kinds of waters! 
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Time  Activity

9:00–10:00  Introduction to higher education in Switzerland held at 
Palexpo, Room A 

10:00–10:15  Buses depart from Palexpo 
11:45–12:00  Arrival at the University of Neuchâtel 
12:00–12:30  Welcome by the Rector 
12:30–13:45  Networking lunch in the university’s main building 
13:45–16:00  Visits  

Choice A: Historical overview of the University of 
Neuchâtel  
Choice B: Visit of the Center for Hydrogeology and 
Geothermics 

16:00  Buses depart to Palexpo 


